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President Aquino
Appoints DFA Secretary

Secretary Albert F. del Rosario
President Benigno S. Aquino III ap‐
pointed Hon. Albert F. Del Rosario as
Secretary of Foreign Affairs on 26
March 2011.
The Honorable Albert F. del Rosario
was born in Manila on November 14,
1939 and has worked for both the pri‐
vate sector and government. He at‐
tended Xavier High School in New York
City and subsequently graduated from
New York University with a Bachelor
of Science Degree in Economics.
The Secretary’s business career
spanned a vast field which included
insurance, banking, real estate, ship‐
(Continued on page 3)
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ATHENS PE Evacuates Filipinos from Libya through Greece
Athens PE played a key role in the
evacuation of Filipinos from war torn
Libya to the Greek Island of Crete. Ben‐
ghazi is about 500 kilometers south of
Crete Island.
Athens PE immediately dispatched an
advance team (Ms. Lina Catbagan of Ath‐
ens PE and Mr. Christopher Prado of
POLO‐Greece) to Crete on 26 February
2011 to help HonCon Fasoulakis in the
preparation for the arrival of the evacu‐
ees. The DFA‐DOLE augmentation team
led by Philippine Ambassador to Syria
Wilfredo R. Cuyugan together with CDA
Constancio R. Vingno, Jr. and WelOff Ve‐
nus Bravo arrived at Crete on 01 March
2011.
The team based in Athens led by Consul
Charmaine Rowena Aviquivil and as‐
sisted by embassy personnel was de‐

PH Team Crete led by Amb. Cuyugan and
CDA Vingno, Jr. during a meeting with the local
authorities in Crete.

Athens PE celebrates 25th EDSA People’s Power Anniversary

The Philippine Embassy at Athens com‐
memorated the 25th EDSA People
Power Anniversary held last 25 Febru‐
ary 2011 at the premises of the embassy.

versary of the People Power Revolution
of 1986. This was followed by a film
showing entitled “ EDSA: The World
Remembers”.

CDA Constancio R. Vingno, Jr. led the
embassy officers and staff in a flag rais‐
ing ceremony. After the ceremony, CDA
Vingno, Jr. read the President’s message
on the commemoration of the 25th anni‐

The event was attended by leaders of the
Filipino community and students of the
PSG‐KAPHILCA.
(Please see message of H.E. President

Benigno S. Aquino III on page 3.)

CDA Constancio R. Vingno, Jr. together with
some Filipino evacuees from Benghazi, Libya
disembarking from the Ionian Queen in Crete.

ployed to the Venizelos International
Airport in Athens to meet and assist Fili‐
pinos who were repatriated through
commercial flights in several batches. The
embassy provided them with food, water,
and travel documents and other perti‐
nent papers.
The rest of the embassy staff who re‐
mained at the Chancery (Mrs. Joanne
David, Ms. Cielo Gamayon and Mrs. Eleni
Laios) all assisted to ensure that opera‐
tions proceeded smoothly.
The Embassy arranged and contracted
vessel M/V Ionian Queen to pick up
OFWs previously estimated at 1,200 from
Benghazi to Crete. Athens PE put two of
its personnel (Mr. Nestor Magallones and
Mr. Juanito Salayog) on‐board to assist
the OFWs. The first trip
(Patras‐
Benghazi‐Crete) picked up a total of 665
Filipino evacuees. M/V Ionian Queen un‐
dertook a second trip (Crete‐Tripoli‐
Crete) and returned with 1,038 Filipino
evacuees. All Filipino evacuees who were
evacuated through M/V Ionian Queen.
were provided with land transportation
from the Heraklion port to the hotel
where they stayed for number of days
and were provided with food and accom‐
modations.
The Philippines chartered three flights
(two Philippine Airlines flights and a Pull‐
man flight) to repatriate the remaining
1,206 evacuees from Crete directly to
Manila.
Athens PE also assisted Filipino employ‐
ees of Dutch company BAM International
and one other OFW from VAOS LTD)
who were ferried to Pireaus, Greece
(Continued on page 5)
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SPECIAL FEATURE
The following article was featured in the
February 2010 issue of “Buhay OFW
Magazine.”

Problems are a part of life. We all have
our own share of problems in this
world, which come in so many differ‐
ent ways in one lifetime. Having prob‐
lems is one thing but dealing with them
is another. How we face our problems
and deal with troubles that befall our
way is what makes us different from
one another. How we face and deal
with challenges define our charac‐
ter. They could make us strong or
break us. Some people adopt unique
ways of dealing with problems and
challenges: keeping themselves busy
with a hobby or shifting their focus to
other positive undertakings like linking
with support groups who are either
relatives or friends and busying them‐
selves in projects of community organi‐
zations. Some others would wallow in
self‐pity and desperation or simply
give up on life. While others pray on
bended knees to seek help from the
divine providence.
Emelita Solis, a mother of one, is one
such survivor of adversity in life who
now finds peace and solace as an active
member of the Christ Our Messiah Fel‐
lowship International (COMFI) in Ath‐
ens as her way of moving on after her
turbulent past.
Emy is a single mother whose try at a
relationship early on was not to last.
Her dream was a simple one: to live a
peaceful and harmonious life as fate
would have it.

In High Spirits
By: Major Yoko Ramos‐Vingno

Through a friend, she was given a re‐
ferral to work in Athens, Greece which
she grabbed with alacrity. Leaving her
son behind with great sadness she left
for Greece and upon arrival there im‐
mediately found a job doing household
work with her first employer which
she left after only a year to look for
something that would suit her abili‐
ties. Fortune smiled on her when she
landed a job in the Austrian Ambassa‐
dor’s residence as a cook.
As a child, cooking was something Emy
was interested in and loved to do. She
learned the basics of cooking from her
mother, who when she was small oper‐
ated a canteen in their hometown in
Laguna. She vividly remembers her
mother cutting onions and tomatoes
and mixes them with all sorts of meat
and fishes and throws them into a fry‐
ing pan and the hissing sound created
when they landed in the pan to join the
heated cooking oil.

Ms. Emy Solis

In 2002, Emy was reunited with her
son. This made her very happy. To
make up for the lost years that they
were separated, mother and son did
not waste time to build a new life as a
family. Athens was now their new
home. And now Emy is a grandmother
With those pleasant memories with to a cute and adorable baby girl. Joey,
her mother, she brought her prowess Emy’s son, is now building a family of
and immediately became the ambassa‐ his own.
dor’s favorite. The Austrian Ambassa‐
Though Emy has no plans of returning
dor liked Emy’s cooking and was highly
home to the Philippines, she bought a
relied upon by the ambassador in
small house in Laguna that she consid‐
every event of the Embassy, from 1993
ers her investment and a place to live
to 2007 – whisking all her cooking
when she retires and returns to the
wonders in the kitchen for fourteen
Philippines. The income she gets from
years.
the rent of the house goes to her sav‐
ings account for the rainy days.
Emy’s secret weapon for coping with
the vicissitudes of life is her
prayers. She prays hard and had al‐
ways believed that her prayers will
always be answered. She never
doubted the power of prayers and her
unwavering faith in God kept her
strong. Now that her family is stable,
Emy is in high spirits. 

Emy thought not much of herself but
that of her only child whose future now
depended entirely on her. As a single
mom, money was hard to come by and
whatever little money she had was
certainly not enough to raise and sup‐
port a growing child. She had only one
goal that she was so sure about and
that was to ensure for a son a bright
and decent future bereft of the uncer‐
tainties and hardships that she herself
had experienced. She wanted for her
son to live a worthy and meaningful
life. And the only thing she knew how
to achieve this goal was to leave the
country and work abroad.
In 1992, opportunity presented itself.
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Joey, the only son of Ms. Emy.

Major Yoko Ramos‐Vingno, wife of
Athens PE CDA and Consul General
Constancio Vingno Jr., is a reserve officer
of the Philippine Army. She is a free lance
writer.
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MESSAGE OF HIS EXCELLENCY PRESIDENT BENIGNO S. AQUINO, III ON THE
OF THE 25TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION OF EDSA PEOPLE POWER

OCCASION

My warmest greetings to all the Filipinos around the
world, as we commemorate the 25th Anniversary of the
People Power Revolution.
We Filipinos continue to demonstrate the same ideals of
unity and patriotism that freed us from oppression 25
years ago. These values embody our determination to
tackle the challenges of today. Thus, this celebration is
not only a day to remember, but also a day to affirm our
duty to our fellow Filipinos and to our country. I am
grateful for our countrymen abroad who have been
keenly following the course of our country's progress
and have remained proud of our multifaceted heritage,
which defines our identity as one people. Now that we
are in a period of transformation, let us keep alive the
spirit of People Power and democracy, as we work to
gether and fulfill our aspiration of a peaceful and pro
gressive Philippines.
We are moving forward in this area of daylight and hope,
and it is incumbent upon each of us to take on the re
sponsibility of realizing our dreams for our beloved
country on the straight and righteous path to change.

(Continued from page 1)… Pres. Aquino Appoints

ping, telecommunications, consumer
products, retail, pharmaceutical, and
food industries, among others. He was
a member of the Board of Directors of
various firms prior to entering public
service and held the position of Philip‐
pine Ambassador to the United States
in Washington D.C.
The Secretary’s experience in the pri‐
vate sector included positions as chair
of Phil. Stratbase Consultancy, Inc.,
Makati Foundation for Education and
as president of Gotuaco, del Rosario
Insurance Brokers, Inc., Philippine
Telecommunications Investment Cor‐
poration (PTIC) and as a director in
various companies and non‐profit or‐
ganizations, including the Philippine
Long Distance Telephone Company
(PLDT), BusinessWorld Publishing
Corporation, First Pacific Company
(Hong Kong), PT Indofood Sukses Mak‐
mur Tbk (Indonesia), Metro Pacific
Investments
Corporation
(MPIC),
Philex Mining Corporation, Metro Pa‐
cific Tollways Corporation (MPTC),
Metro Pacific Tollways Development
Corporation (MPTDC), Manila North

Tollways Corporation (MNTC), ABC
Development Corporation (ABC 5),
Asia Insurance (Philippines) Corpora‐
tion, Philippine Cancer Society, Cul‐
tural Center of the Philippines Founda‐
tion, Incorporated (CCPFI), Trustee of
PinoyME Foundation, Inc., member of
the Asia Society’s International Council
and of the Board of Governors of Inter‐
national
Graduate
University
(Washington, DC). In addition, the Am‐
bassador headed the development of
Pacific Plaza Towers, Metro Pacific
Corporation’s signature project at Fort
Bonifacio, Global City.
As Ambassador Extraordinary and
Plenipotentiary to the United States, he
was instrumental in securing US$1.2
Billion U.S. funding assistance for the
Philippines, bilateral cooperation in
counterterrorism and peace and devel‐
opment in Mindanao, investments in
the country’s Business Process Out‐
sourcing industry, and greater access
for Philippine exports. His enduring
legacy which continues to benefit the
Philippines includes the formation of
the Philippine Friendship Caucus Com‐
mittee of 80 members of the US House
of Representatives, retaining the Phil‐
ippines in the list of approved invest‐

ment locations in the California Public
Employees
Retirement
System
(CalPERS), development of the Reform
Program for the Armed Forces of the
Philippines, and pioneering the Am‐
bassadors/Consuls General Tour of the
Philippines, and Bayan Ko‐Bahay Ko
Program.
In September of 2004, Ambassador del
Rosario was conferred the highest pos‐
sible award, the Order of Sikatuna,
Rank of Datu by H.E. President Gloria
Macapagal‐Arroyo for his outstanding
efforts in promoting foreign relations.
He also received the Philippine Army
Award from President Aquino for his
initiatives as Chairman of the Makati
Foundation for Education in 1991. In
early 2001, he received the EDSA II
Heroes Award from President Gloria
Macapagal‐Arroyo in recognition of his
efforts in promoting Philippine democ‐
racy. He was recently elevated to the
Xavier Hall of Fame in New York City.
Ambassador del Rosario is married to
Gretchen de Venecia. They have five
children and six grandchildren. 

Source: DFA
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COMMUNITY NEWS
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We welcome Pinoy news!
Send us your letters, news stories, press or photo releases for publication
in the newsletter via regular mail, e-mail.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
The

Athens PE Regular Filcom-Consular
Meeting. CDA Vingno, Jr responding to
queries raised by some Filcom members
during the February regular meeting with
the Filcom. The embassy holds meetings
with the Filcom every second Saturday
of the month.

Pinoy Tenpin Bowlers Athens 4th
Anniversary Celebration. CDA and
Madame
Vingno, together with
WelOff Bravo attended the 4th Anniversary and awarding ceremony of
PTBA which was held on 19 February
2011 at the Stratos Vasilikos Hotel.

Philippine Embassy is
pleased to inform the public
that the celebration of the
113th Independence Day
Celebration with the Fili
pino Community will be
held on Sunday, 19 June
2011 at the Philippine Em
bassy grounds.

Starting

on May 2011, the
Consular Section will be
open to the public during
the following hours: Mon
day, Wednesday and Friday
from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
and on Tuesday and Thurs
day from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00
p.m. only.

There

Purebats’ Feast of S. Joseph. Athens
PE’s Consul Aviquivil and Mrs. David
attended the Purebats celebration of the
Feast of St. Joseph which was held on 19
March 2011 at Mabuhay Club in Pagrati.

KASAPI-HELLAS Basketball Tournament 2010-2011 .CDA Vingno Jr
attended the elimination round of the
KASAPI-HELLAS Basketball Tournament 2010-2011 held last 03 April 2011.

will be no voluntary
Consular Services on sec
ond Sunday of June 2011 in
commemoration of the Phil
ippine Independence Day.

Please be informed that the
new Official Website of the
Philippine Embassy in Ath
ens,
Greece
is:
www.philembathens.gr
and official email address
is:philippineembasssy@phi
lembathens.gr

PhilippiNews
is published by the Embassy of the Philippines in Athens, Greece.
Minister and Consul General Constancio R. Vingno Jr.
Adviser
First Secretary and Consul Charmaine Rowena C. Aviquivil
Editor‐in‐Chief
Joanne M. David
Managing Editor

Cielo L. Gamayon
Editorial Staff

Byron Villanueva
Photographer

MISA NG BAYAN. The officers and staff of the Philippine Embassy led by
Consul Aviquivil sponsored and attended the Misa ng Bayan for the Lenten
Celebration. The Holy Mass was held on Holy Tuesday, 19 April 2011 at the
Miraculous Medal Center in Patision. The Mass was celebrated by Rev Fr. Rex
Fortes and assisted by Sr. Emma Rivero.

Address: 26 Antheon St., Paleo Psychico 15452
Athens, GREECE
Tel. Nos.: +30 210 6721837 or 883 /2106722 011
Fax No.:+30 210 6721 872
Email: philippineembassy@philembathens.gr
Website: www.philembathens.gr
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The Philippine Embassy
bids farewell to …

(Continued from page 1)… Athens PE Evacuates

from Benghazi onboard the vessel Nissos
Rodos. The company arranged the on‐
ward flights to Manila of its employees.
OWWA provided the Athens‐Manila air
ticket of the VAOS employee and the
embassy issued a travel document for
him.
The embassy and team Crete assisted the
Daewoo Filipino employees and other
non‐Daewoo‐employed Filipinos evacu‐
ated through three company‐chartered
vessels: M/V Nissos Rodos, M/V Ionina
King and M/V Ionian Spirit in Chania,
Crete. A group from Team Crete was sent
to Chania to assist in their arrival . All of
them were assisted by the Athens PE
team at the Athens Airport.
The Athens PE team at the Athens air‐
port also assisted two batches of OFWs
evacuated via Rome and Malta. Alto‐
gether, Athens PE and Team Crete as‐
sisted total of 2,100 Filipino evacuees
form Libya.

Initial meeting of the Philippine Embassy
Crisis Management Team with the representatives of the Dutch company Royal BAM
Group concerning the evacuation of their
Filipino employees from Benghazi, Libya to
Piraeus, Greece.

WelOff Venus Bravo together with Filipino
evacuees of the Royal BAM Group

Deputy Chief of Mission
Maria Fe T. Pangilinan has
been cross-posted from the
Philippine Embassy Athens, Greece to Bucharest, Romania to assume her post as the
Chargé d’Affaires.
A veteran diplomat, DCM Pangilinan entered
the Department of Foreign Affairs in 1980. She
has been assigned in different offices at the
Department.
She had been previously posted at the Philippine Embassies in Bonn, Germany; Berne
Switzerland; Praque, Czech Republic; Stockholm, Sweden and Philippine Consulate Genral
in Barcelona, Spain. She was cross-posted to
Athens, Greece on 29 February 2008.
DCM Pangilinan received her degree in Bachelor of Laws at the University of the Philippines,
and master of Laws at the University of Stockholm.

Born in Caloocan City, DCM Pangilinan has
two children. 

Some photos taken during the evacua‐

. . . and welcomes . . .
At the Athens Venizelos International Airport, Athens PE representatives met and
assisted Filipinos evacuated from Benghazi,
Libya through the island of Crete.
Amb. Wilfredo Cuyugan together with CDA
Vingno, Jr. and Hon Con Fasoulakis Team
Crete during a meeting with the evacuees.

The Philippine Crete Team together with HonCon Alexandros Fasoulakis of Crete.

WelOff Mamerto Mercado processing the
documents of the Filipino evacuees from
Benghazi, Libya.

Philippine embassy representatives assist the
Filipino evacuees from Libya at the Athens
International Airport.

Athens PE assists the last two Filipino
evacuees from Tripoli, Libya. OFW Benjamin Bonus (center) was confined at the
Venezelios Pananeo Hospital in Crete .

First Secretary and Consul
Charmaine Rowena C. Aviquivil
arrived in Athens on 21 February
2011.

Consul Aviquivil has worked for over 20 years
in public service, initially joining government as
a Media Production Specialist and as Information Officer at the National Mapping and Resource Information Authority (NAMRIA) of the
Department of Environment and Natural Resources.
She passed the Foreign Service Officers (FSO)
Examination in 1997. She has been assigned
at the Philippine Embassy in Cairo, Egypt from
2005-2008 and at the Philippine Consulate
General in Agana, Guam from 2002-2005.
Prior to her posting in Athens, she served in the
Department of Foreign Affairs as a Director of
the Africa Division of the Office Middle East and
African Affairs from 2008-2011. From 19982002 ,she served as Principal Assistant at the
Public Information Service Unit and in the Office
of the United Nations and other Organizations
in 1998.
Consul Aviquivil graduated cum laude from the
University of the Philippines with a Bachelor of
Arts degree in Psychology. She also earned a
Master in Philippine Studies degree from the

same university in 2001. 

6

P h i l i p p i N e w s

CONSULAR UPDATES
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DFA APPEALS FOR UNDERSTANDING DUE TO DELAY IN PASSPORT RELEASES

The Depart ment o f F or e i g n Affai rs
a ppe a l e d for the u nde rsta ndi ng of
the travelling public, particu larly
those i n the provi nce s, as i t an‐
nou n ce d tha t the de l a y in pa ssport
releases cou ld l ast for few mo re
we e ks a s a re su l t of te chni ca l con‐
ce rns and t h e surge in the demand
for the e‐Passport.
“We apologize for the inco nven‐
ience ca used b y the delays, espe‐
cially to our overseas Filipino
wo rke rs, bu t we wou l d l i ke to a s‐
su re the publ i c tha t we a re e xe rt‐
i ng ou r be st e fforts to re sol ve the
issue as soon as possible,” Foreign
Affairs Assi stant Secretary Jaime
Victor Ledda of the Office of the
C o nsu l a r Af f a i rs s a i d .
T he DFA wi l l work ha rd to e nsu re
tha t those wi th u rg e nt tra ve l , e s‐

peci ally overseas worke rs, are ac‐
commodated,” Assistant Secretary
Jaime Vict or Ledda said. “We
wou l d l i ke to re q u e st those wi th‐
out immediate travel plans to de‐
fer thei r appli cati ons u ntil the
situation ha s normalized.”
Asec Ledda a lso said tha t those
wi th e xpi ri ng pa ssports who ca n‐
not forego t heir travel may opt to
apply for a n e xtension of validity
of the i r e xi sti ng passports i nste ad
of applying for rene wal.
Asec Ledda said the delay in pass‐
port re l e a ses i s pri ma ri l y the re ‐
su l t of mai ntenance wo r k and u p‐
g rades on equ i pment i n the E‐
passport Per sonalization Center at
the Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas
(B SP) fa ci l i ty i n Qu ez on Ci ty. Thi s,
he s a i d, a l s o coi n ci de wi th the s e a ‐

sonal increa se i n passport applica‐
tions as Filipinos start making
preparations to travel abroad this
su mmer.
Asec Ledda said the DFA has been
wo rki ng cl o sel y wi th the B SP to
resolve the issue and that i t is
confident that i t would be a ble to
re du ce the wai ti ng pe riod i n the
co mi ng we e ks.
At pre se nt , a ppl i ca nts wou l d have
to wait an additional 10 working
days before their passports could
be released.
T he de l a ys whi ch sta rte d i n Fe bru ‐
ary, have aff e cte d pri mari l y appl i ‐
ca nts i n the 1 9 re g i ona l Consu l a r
Offi ces nati on wi de and Forei g n
Service post s abroad.
Source: DFA

ATHENS PE Conducts Consular Outreach for E-Passport in Cyprus and Thessaloniki
CYPRUS, 29-10 January

The Embassy conducted a consular out‐
reach mission to Nicosia, Cyprus on 29‐30
January 2011. The five‐member consular
team led by Mr. Hermogenes Garcia and
which included Pag‐IBIG, rendered consu‐
lar services at the office of Mrs. Shemaine
Kyriakides‐Bushnell, Honorary Consul of
the Philippines to Cyprus. They were also
assisted by some members of the Over‐
seas Filipino Volunteer Cyprus (OFVC).
The team catered to 268 E‐passport appli‐
cants, 162 applicants for passport exten‐
sion and other consular services.
Passport Applicants
queuing for the
renewal of their
passports during
the first mobile
consular outreach
in Nicosia, Cyprus
on 29-30 January
2011.

HonCon Bushnell distributing passport application forms to applicants during the consular
outreach mission in Nicosia, Cyprus.

CYPRUS, 9-10 April

On 9‐10 April 2011, another consular
outreach mission was conducted in Nico‐
sia, Cyprus. The six‐member consular
team led by First Secretary and Consul
Charmaine Aviquivil with Pag‐IBIG rep‐
resentative, rendered consular services
at the Office of HonCon Bushnell. The
team was also assisted by some mem‐
bers of the OFVC. The team processed
151 e‐passports, 23 passports extensions
and rendered other consular services.

Capturing of e-passport applicants’ biometric
data during the consular outreach mission in
Cyprus.

Consul Aviquivil, HonCon Bushnell, WelOff
Tobia together with the Athens PE team and
Filcom volunteers during the consular outreach
mission in Nicosia, Cyprus on 9-10 April 2011.

Thessaloniki, Greece 17 April

On 17 April 2011, the Embassy held an‐
other consular outreach mission, this time
in Thessaloniki, Greece. The six‐member
consular team, which was led by Consul
Aviquivil and which included Pag‐IBIG and
OWWA representatives, rendered consular
services at the office of Atty. Nikolaos K.
Margaropoulos, Honorary Consul of the
Philippines to Thessaloniki. They were
heartily welcomed by the Filipino commu‐
nity in Thessaloniki who were looking for‐
ward to applying for e‐passports for the
very first time.
The team was assisted by Filcom Leader
Violeta Magnaye and members of the Fili‐
pino Organization in Northern Greece.
The team processed a total of 52 e‐passport
applications and attended to other various
consular matters such as passport amend‐
ments and dual citizenship matters.

An e-passport applicant
affixes his thumbprint
digitally.

Athens PE team with Atty. Nikolaos K. Margaropoulos, Honorary Consul to Thessaloniki, during
the consular outreach program on 17 April 2011.
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CYPRUS CORNER

MIGRANT WOMEN IN
CYPRUS CELEBRATE
WOMEN'S MONTH WITH OFW RIGHTS FORA
In celebration of the Women's
Month in March, the Filipino Com‐
munity in Nicosia & Limassol held a
series of Migrant Women's Forum
with PHC Shemaine Kyriakides, Atty.
Nicoletta
Charalambidou,
a
known Human Rights lawyer and
PH Hon Consul Shemaine B. Kyriakides
answers queries at the Migrant Womens' POLO OIC Josephine Tobia as re‐
Forum
source speakers.
The Philippine Honorary Consulate
thru its Philippine Overseas Labor
Office and in cooperation with
the Association of Filipino Overseas
C o n t r a c t
W o r k e r s
(FOCWA) organized the events .
OFW Business Club officers serve as
reintegration program advocates

The 3rd Batch - Business Counseling
Limassol

The forum focused on the rights
of migrant workers, residence rights
in Cyprus and the recent ILO report
on the proposed Convention/
recommendation
on
decent
work for domestic workers, where
the international standards for do‐
mestic workers which is underway
were also tackled.
Other activities are the regular skills
upgrading courses (Basic Caregiver
Course) and reintegration prepared‐
ness program (Business Counseling
& Financial Literacy) for the OFWS
in Cyprus which resumed in January
2011. 

4th Batch Basic Caregiver class in Limassol

Philippine Embassy, Athens
Tel. Nos.: (210) 6721.837/ 6721.883
Fax No.: (210) 6721.872

CONSTANCIO R. VINGNO JR.
Chargé d’Affaires, a.i.
Minister and Consul General

CHARMAINE ROWENA C. AVIQUIVIL
First Secretary and Consul

HERMOGENES P. GARCIA
Administrative Officer
Ext # 102

CYNTHIA A. ACABA
Finance Officer
Ext # 103
NESTOR C. MAGALLONES
Communications/Records/
Property/ Protocol Officer
Ext # 111
MARIA CLORINDA BONABON-DANKERS
Consular Assistant -ATN
Ext # 113

JOANNE M. DAVID
Cultural Officer
Ext # 108

LINA G. CATBAGAN
Collecting Officer
Ext # 116

CIELO L. GAMAYON
Secretary of the Ambassador
Ext # 101

JUANITO P. SALAYOG
Driver to the Ambassador
Ext # 112/116
ELENI LAIOS-PELEKIS
Interpreter
Ext # 110

PERLITA C. CACATIAN
Consular Clerk
Ext # 112/116

ROLANDO T. CARDONA
Security/ GUM
Ext # 115

GEMMA Y. COLOMA
Consular Clerk
Ext # 112/116

BYRON B. VILLANUEVA
Consular Clerk/ Driver
Ext #112/ 116
RAMONCITO P. CALDINO
Consular Clerk/ Driver
Ext #112/ 116

Women's Migrant Forum in Limassol with Welof Tobia & Atty .Charalabidou.

MONINA DIZON
Consular Clerk
Ext #112/ 116
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PROGRAMS AND SERVICES FOR OWWA
MEMBER-OFWS & FAMILY

For more details please contact
Mrs. Jean V. Santos at tel. nos. 210 698 3265/
Cellphone no. 693 7124 927/ 697 742 5678

Pag-IBIG representative
Jean Santos briefing the
Filipino community in
Nicosia, Cyprus concerning the mandatory
membership of OFWs
with Pag-IBIG last 10
April 2011 in Cyprus.

Filipinos in Thessaloniki apply for
Pag-IBIG membership during the
consular outreach
mission held on 17
April 2011 in
Thessaloniki,
Greece.

